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of Aryan speech, having adopted a rude Iranian dialect
at some unknown period, probably under Persian in-
fluences. But the ethnology of this region has still to
be worked out, and, as is the case with so many nomad
peoples, there appears to be clear evidence of two very
distinct races, one of noble type, probably representing
a conquering people of Aryan speech, the other more
debased, representing the primitive Allophylian element
of Georgian speech, now assimilated to the conquerors.

In Upper Mesopotamia the Kurdish and Arab nomads
are intermingled. But farther south the bulk of the
population beyond the walls of the towns consists of
Bedouin tribes, whose subjection to the Porte is of a very
loose character, and who may in some respects be regarded
as the true masters of the land. Besides, the Ottoman
Government is quite incapable of introducing a practical
system of culture even into the arable tracts of Irak-
Arabi. For many years past the governors, pressed by
the Anazeh, Shammar, Montefik, Beni-Laam, and other
powerful Bedouin tribes, have been able to do little more
than keep things from tumbling to pieces. Here, as else-
where, the history of the last fifty years has been nothing
more than a constant feud, in which the advantage has
frequently been on the side of the foes of Ottoman rule.
Could the Arab tribes be induced to combine their forces,
the Government would find it no easy matter to hold in
check the powerful hordes, which often number from
10,000 to 20,000 mounted warriors. Along the Shat-
el-Arab there is little more than an outward show of
authority, which is to some extent rather endured than
obeyed.